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LITERATURE.
BAMBO IH EXCELSI8.

flMtb CsmIIm m Seen by a Northern
Mm.

If Imitation be the sincerest flattery many of
or Senators, Congressmen and municipal chiefs
must leel touched by the fldeilty with which the
dusky legislators who govern South Carolina copy
their bright example. Indeed, the pupils in this
instance asem to have excelled their masters.
Ae represented by Mr. Pike, late United
Mutes Minister at The Hague, they have
added to the art of swindling a brill*
iant and sometimes humorous audacity exclusivelytheir own. Mr. Pike has Just written a
worn entitled the "Pioatrate state: soutn CarolinaUnder Negro Government" (Appleton, New
York), and, though the condition of South Carolina
has been long known in the North to be truly
wretched, we doubt If the disclosures he makes
and supports by official evidence will not create
astonishment. The negro leaders appear to
oite the practices of the Incarcerated

Mr. Tweed with the theories of the Parts Commune.
They lay claim to the land and meantime freely
rob its present owners. They are, we regret to

say, supported in their career of arrogance
and plunder by United states bayonets. We
could certainly wish our army more honorableoccupation than helping the emancipated
slave to rob his late master, than keeping the ring

« in south Carolina while the negro attacks the
white men whose arms are tied. Duty sometimes
becomes a painful task, and honeBt men have
sometimes to consort with rogues. Social and politicalexigencies occasionally place men in positionsfrom which they would gladly withdraw if
they could. This is, we are too sorry to say, our

ease with respect to some of the Southern States.
Nothing would please Northern men more than to
discover a sure and honorable method
of insuring to the owners of property
and intelligence In those States a fair representationIn their respective governments. But
the constitution has given the power to tho negro
majority, and, pending the discovery of a remedj^
the constitution has to be maintained. If ever it
has to be abrogated in South Carolina, as the constitutionor Jamaica was recently auashed bv the
British government, the negro lenders will have to
thank their own excesses ior the loss of the power
they are now so shamelessly abusing. They are
drunk with their recent elevation, and well may
they be. "The whole thing is a wonderful novelty
to them, as well as to observers. Seven years ago
these men were raising corn ana cotton under the
whip of the overseer. To-day they are raising
points of order and questions of privilege. They
4ad they can raise one as well as the other. They
prefer the latter; it is easier and better paid.
Then it is the evidence of an accomplished result.
It means escape and defence lrom old oppressors.
It means liberty. It means destruction of prison
walls, only too real to them. It is the sunshine of
their lives, their day of jubilee. It is their long
promised vision orthe Lord God Almighty." History
affords no example of bo great a change, but suppliesnumerous proofs that power acquired suddenlyand without efTort will be certainly abased.
We cannot blame tbe black leaders of South
Carolina for being ignorant of the maxim now

generally accepted by European monarchs, "You
can do anything with bayonets but sit on them."
Their native shrewdness would perhaps teach
them the danger of trying this experiment with
bayonets provided by themselves. But they possessan advantage wluch Old World sovereignsrarely enjoyed, and probably believe
that the axiom does not apply when the
bayonets are lurntshed by an external authority.That authority may, however, get
tired of lending its sanction to farcical
misgovernment and audacious chicanery. It may
grow weary of supporting a parcel of thieves,
whatever may be tbejr opinions, and the uegro of
South Carolina may then find his seat as uncomfortableand insecure as that of a Bourbon at
Naples or of a Bourbon in France. A State governmentwhich cannot maintain Itself without
the habitual presence of Uhited States troops
stands self-condemned. The first duty of a governmentis to secure the obedience and loyalty of
the governed. Continued misrule In Soutn Carolinamay some day place the central authority on
the horns of a dilemma. Tliere may then be no
alternative between withdrawing our troops and
letting the negro and the Ku Klux light out their
quarrel, or remodelling the State constitution
with the view or obtaining a fair representationfor the property and intelligence
of the State, now almost wholly excluded from
Its direction. We may pass by Mr. Pike's amusing
description of the present "Legislature of South
Carolina In session." No doubt they are a temptingsubject for both sneers and jests, but tbelr
dingy clothes and dirty persons, the wild chatteringwhich they call debate and the loud "guffaws"
with which they receive a threat from the Speaker
to call an unruly "gcmman" to order would willinglybe excused combined with honesty of
purpose and capacity tor administration. But they
possess neither honesty nor capacity, and they
have learned from the white adventurers, who
have been their instructors, the whole art of pervertinggovernment to their own profit. No decent
respect for the rights of the large white majority,

t
whose slaves they recently were, ever actuates
them. Thev are like children whom a careless or
too confident nurse has trusted with dangerous
implements, and the use which thc.v make or their
power will probably prove still more iujurlous to
themselves than to the white population
which they rob and oppress. They, however,
possess the vantage ground that they have
nothing to lose but their liberty, and they
know perfectly well that, let t tic worst
.come to the twrst, this Is at all events secure. It
Is with them it game of hcaos I win, tails you
lose. The population of South Carolina consists
in round numbers of .100,000 whites and 400.000
blacks. But the House ol llepresentatlves is
far differently constituted. It consists of »4
negroes and seven "carpet-baggers," who are
their white allies; only ia are white men "representingthe true interests of property, but woolly
unable to protect ihem." These are men of weight
and standing lu the communities thej represent.
jucjr we uu nuiu liic inn country. me irusis
ot 60 or 70 winters whiten the heads of aome
among them, 'there they ait, grim and silent.
They feel themselves to be like loose stones
thrown In to partially obstruct a current
they are powerless to resist. * * * Grouped
in a corner of the commodious and well iurntshedchamber they stolidly survey the noisy
riot that goes on m the great black i,ei t and Centre
where the debates of the House are conducted,
and where sit the strange and extraordinary guides
of a once proud and haughty state. In
this crucial trial ol Ills pride, his manhood,his prejudices and his spirit. It.
must be said 01 the Southern Iionrbon ol the
Legislature that he comports himself with a dignity,a reserve ana a decorum that commands admiration.* * * This dense negro crowd they
confront do the debating, the squabbling, the lawmakingand create all the clamor and disorder of
the body. These 23 white men arc but the observers,the enforced auditors of the dull and
clumsy imitation of a deliberative body, whose appearancein their present capacity is at ouc- a
wonder and a shame to modern civilization, it
will donbtless appear remarkable that while the
proportion of blacks io whites in the State Is as
lour to three the black party in the House should
number 101 members and the white only 23. An
explanation Is readily found In the manner In
winch Governor Scott carried his last election.
His Hrat act was to call out the militia and to enrolland organize about 20,000 negroes. They
"were armed with Winchester and Springfield
rides, and near the time of election ammunition was
distributed to them as If upon the eve ol a battle."
Numerous applications were made to the Governor
to enrol also white battalions, but these weTe invariablyrefused, and the law naturally and properlyimposes a heavy penalty on any such organizationssonductcd without the Governor's permission.The Governor has the power to nominate
the election managers. These he appointed exclusivelyiroin among his friends, and, to qualitythemselves more thoroughly lor their duties, theybecame at once candidates lor oillce. He refused
to join with these men any representatives of the
opposite party. The polling places were fixed with
a view to the convenience of the colored
people and to the htnderance of the whites
from voting. "The Commissioners commenced
operations by fixing the voting piaces upon

l the bunks of rivers and upou the seafecoast, whore the colored population la very dense,
\ while further hack Irom the rivers and along the

tipper part ol the State the white population predominates,but is very scattered. As a rule the
commissioners fixed the voting places to accoiu.modate the colored people and to be as far oiT and
inconvenient lor the white people as ihcy could.
In certain counties the white people woulcf.have to
iraveJ ut utiles to the nearest precinct to yotsu"
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Bat the moat effective mean* of eon trotting the
election wan found in the ballot boxes and a law
which permitted them to remain for several days
niter the election in the possession of the Election
Commissioners, who were exclusively In Mr.
Scott's Interest. That the boxes were stuffed
was actually proved In Court In some Instances,
and the offenders sentenced to two years in the Penitentiary.This, however, Is not a serious punishmentin South Carolina. Governor Scott is a very
nierctiul man to all offenders. Piom October, 1MB,
to October, 1370, he Indulged his gentle feelings,
perhaps to excess, by pardoning aoi persons out of
430 who were confined in the Penitentiary during
the year. He was attacked by this nt of compassionimmediately belore the election, and the
released law breakers appeaT to have been not ungrateful.It la obvious that the opponents of the
negro party bad no meana of verifying the election.The managers were also, as a rule, candidateslor office, and having a confident belief in
their own deserts and the views ot the voters,
frequently considered It unnecessary to count the
ballots. They declared themselves elected, very
generally selecting l.ooo as tne majority by
which they were returned. This saved trouble,
and if the majority was not 1,000 it clearly ou<rht to
have been that or more. So Scott triumphed and
his enemies were discomfited. It must not be
supposed that the leaders of the negroes In South
Carolina are now principally "carpet-baggers," or
that the hall breeds Have any exceptional influence
in virtue or their white blood. The white adventureris being rapidly dispensed with, and for him,
Mr. Pike aptly remarks, any substitute muBt be an
Improvement. But for nis fatal tuition the negro
would have beeu Infinitely leas venal and aggressive,and would probably have been content, at
least for a wutle, to nave followed the lead or his
more liberally disposed white employers. One of
these Interesting persons, "an office-holder and a
fftpnpf.bftffirAr.'* lumpnUiil tn Air. Pi Ita thA 'innronrh.

log termination of his career. The selt-emnncip.itlonof the negro from leading strings had convincedhim that "to take the State of South Carolinaaway lroin the Intelligent white man
and hand It over bodily ta Ignorant negroesjnst escaped from slavery because there happenedto be lour blacks to three whites tnroughout
the State was nothing less than flat burglary on
the theory and practice of representative government."With the sad prescience ol fallen greatnessthis gentleman predicted the approaching
"Africanization" of South Carolina. "Look at the
evidence," he exclaimed. "Here were 101 republicansin the Legislature. Out or the whole numberouly. seven ware white men; 94 were
colored. In the executive government, to
be sure, the Governor was wnlte. He got
his place by dancing at negro balls and
speculating in negro delegates. But the
Lieutenant Governor was colored, and the Presidentof the Senate, and the Speaker or the House,
and the Treasurer of the state, and nearly all
the rest of the officials. Here was Colombia.
Halt the population was white, but its Senator was
colored and its representatives in the Legislature
and in the city government were nearly all colored
men. So were its policemen and its marketmen.
Kverybody in office was a negro, as lor the white
carpet-baggers, they were getting shoved out all
round." but this "shoving out" or the carpet-baggerseems, uuiortunately, to be the one beneficialresult of negro rule. The mulatto havinglent his aid to nts pnre blooded Airlcan
brother is now about to have his turn of supersession.In preferring his mother's to his lather's
race he Is a singular exception to other men ol
mixed blood. The "Half castas" of British India
are not held in much estimation by the dominant
race. But they are loyal to it all the same, and in
the late mutiny and rebellion were lormed Into
volunteer regiments at their own request and did
good service. Not a man of them took sides with
the natives of the country. To slavery the white
men oi the South must owe the sorrowful fact that
their owu nau-oiooaeu descendants help to swell
the ranks of the negro against them. The
aggressiveness of the pure African will probablycause him to surrender the advantage.
History, as Mr. Pike remarks, proves that the
negro In a state of freedom is fully as jealous of
the men ot mixed blood as ol the pure white. In
Haytl he commenced by getting rid ot the whites,
and then subjected the mulatto to similar treatment.Sambo has a lofty ambition and must be
either Cmsar or nothing. His conduct in South
Carolina leads us to fear that the fates are mysteriouslyweaving for him the latter alternative.
He has usurped all the offices in Columbia, even
taken possession of Charleston itself. The last
Legislature has deprived this, the cbiel city oi the
State, of the right oiconuting and recording its own
vote. The negro Is an humble disciple of Napoleon
the Third. The clta. has a majority or whites, but
"Its voce is mergea Id that 01 the county, which
chooses all its representatives on a general
tihker." By the same ingenious method the late
French Emperor neutralized the liberal votes of
tne towns by means of the peasants, who were bis
laithinl supporters. But even this is not enough.
Assurance must be made doubly sure. The Legislaturehas passed an act giving to the Governor
the appointment of commissioners and sub-commlssioners,who are to take entire charge-of the city
elections, control the ballot boxes, connt cbe votes,
and, of course, manipulate the elections in such
way as they please. With such wholly
unscrupulous persons as they have In Charlestonto manage elections, the scheme Is equivalentto subverting the right oi election altogether.
Even under the present system the* conservative
and property interests of the city have no representativein i.ie Legislature. With its 50,000 inhabitantsand (30,000,000 of taxable values the
city proper is literally unrepresented In the pollticsof the State. The well known tact that the
State debt of South Carolina has been shamelessly
Increased of late years is so consistent with the
cn&racter of the Legislature and with the ucts just
described that It would be superfluous to dwell
upon It. The Increase is, however, tnach greater
than Is generally supposed. In IMS, when Scott
became Governor, the debt was less than
$6,000,000. It Is now certainly over $20,000,000, and
In all probability nearer $30,000,000. There Is abso.
lutely nothing to show for it. Scandals abound oq
all sides, and the "Prostrate State" is plundered
with the impudent audacity of the hawk which
takes a chicken from under its mother's wing.
Men who entered the State penniless a few years
ago are rolling in wealth and lreely Indulging in
all the extravagances of the parvenu. The Governor,on a salary of $3,500 per annum, has the
reputation of spending $30,000 a year. The taxationbefore the war was only $400.000: ft is now
$2,000,000, while the taxable property has declined
considerably more than one-half 1c value. The
moat humorous instance 01 thieving which Mr.
Pike gives as Is also the smallest. The Gov*
ernor of the State and the iormer
Speaker of the House is a certain Prank Moses, Jr.,
the son of the Chlei Justice of the State. He had
a wager on a horse match with a negro member
by the name of Whipper. It was for $l,ooo a side.
The House, being in an expansive mood, adjourned
to witness the race. Mr. Moses, the Speaker, was
unfortunate enough to lose it and the $l,ooo. This
accident did not, however. Interrupt the friendship
existing between him and Mr. Whipper, for on
the last day of the session the latter
moved a resolution that "the House do presentthe Speaker with a gratuity of $1,000
for the dignity and ability (not with which he lost
the wager to Whipper) with which he has presided
over Its deliberations." This motion was carried
by a large majority, and, we presume, the House
separated to "liquor up" at the expense of the
two chief actors lu this little farce. These joyous
Dogberrys, however, can be serious enough on
occasions. Mr. Pike Invites us to consider Mr.
Beverley Nash, a full-blooded negro, six feet high,
good looking and with pleasing manners. He was
the slave of a Mr. Preston. When liberated we
should have expected to hear that a man with so
high sounding a name had adopted the stage as his
profession. Mr. Nash, uot less ambitious, but
more practical, chose the comlortable occupation
of bootblack at a Columbia hotel. He is now a
Senator, and his original taste for blacking extends
to character and to the whole State of South
Carolina itself. His Ideas on the subject or property
are worthy of a French socialist. In a public
speech to from 6,000 to 8,000 people he expounded
nis views as loHows:."The reformers complain of
taxes being too high. 1 tell you they are uot high
enough. I want them taxed till they put these lands
back where they belong.Into the hands oi those
who worked for them. You tolled for them, you
labored lor them and were sold to pay for them,
and you ought to have them." This ts the easy
pnilosophy of Senator Beverley Nash, black as
the boots he once industriously polished. With
this quotation, suggestive of the ultimate object
of the negro rulers in South Carolina, we
may fitly close our notice of Mr. Pike's start
ling revelations. This travesty on iree governmentshould cease. "The right divine of kings to
govern wrong" is not more absurd than the claims
of a majority to plunder, insult and oppress a
minority, not mncn tneir interiors in numDerg
ana Influitely tlielr snperlors la everything else.
Alter all Mr. Senator Nash and Ills lellows
Have nearly as much to thank slavery lor as the
American people have to lament it. It Is better
fur them to be legislating lor South Carolina than
to be eating each ot her in the wilds of Airlca, as
their cousins several times removed are doing at
the present moment. American slavery has
this redeeming quality, that It has given the negro
i chance of civiljzutlon which preceding ages have
lenled him. We would refuse him nothing that
»ny liberal mind would consider him entitled to
oluim, but in South Carolina he is playing the
part of the Deggar on horseback and may get
thrown. We would counsel him to use wltn more
lecency and consideration a victory he contributedlittle or nothing to win. His object Is td make
Hie in the state of South Carolina Intolerable to its
white citizens. Let him beware lest in Ins dcRtre
to nrcompllsti this baneful purpose he should make
Himself intolerable to the American people.

BROOKLYN'S INFERNAL MACHINE.
The mysterious "wad" in the cigar box which

encased the internal machine that was left at the
residence of ex-District Attorney Sam Morris on
New Year's evening was opened yesterday afternoonby Superintendent John S. Folk, in presence
of President Jourdan and others, at Police Headquarters.The outside red twine wus removed
very gently, visions of mtro-glycerlue explosions
arising before the excited minds of the audience.
Then the thick layer ol paper outside was taken off
and another layer of the varao material was exposed,fastened with 20 yards or wire, in which was
placed several hundred small nails. When all the
paper had besn removed a small bottle, flliea with
a quarter of a pound of powder, was revealed.
Several grains of the powder were exploded, In
order to test Its strength. No clew has yet been
obtained as to the whereabouts^ol the villain who
made the dastardly attompt upon the life or Mr.
Morris, despite the reward of $2*000 winch be
Direr* lor the arrest ox Uu> scoundrel.

UKK. HKRALD, SUNDAY, ,

THE TKAIT0B8 OP THE YIE01E1U8.
The Truth at Last.The Coward* aad
Che Renegade* Held Dp by the Cahan
Newspaper to Pnhlle Seorn.
The organ of the Cuban patriots In this city. La

Revolution, of which Mr. Antonio Zainbrana, exmemberof the Cuban Congress, is editor, returns,
in its issue of Saturday, to the v trismus question.
The history of the expedition concludes with an

anathema upon the cowardly traitors of the party
who brought about the death of Santa Rosa and a

number of their comrades who were using i&lse
nauies, by telling the Spaniards who they were.
In addition to this, several of the party toon the
oath of fealty to Spain. The names of all the
traitors are published at lull Length. After narratingthe sufferings the party underwent at Santiago
de Cuba. Mr. Zambrana says
* * when Domingo Diaz, one of the Virginiuspassengers, was asked "if he had been

iu Cuba as a rebel previously," he boldly answered
"Ves." Carrals Bello and tne brothers Trujillo, on
various and mauliold occasions, showed that they
had no fear of death, and boldly defied their Spanishtormentors to do with them wnat they pleased.

It is a painful duty, however, to chronicle among
the number ol the party several who were cowards.Tne following is the list:.Francisco Valdes
Gonzales, Andres Villa, Jose valdes, Alejandro
Calvo (Hacunezn), EvauistaZunsunegui, Francisco
Garcia, Andres Intguez and Andres Acosta. These
men were cowed by the threats of
the Spaniards, and contradicted the
statements of their brethren, whom they
denouuced as rebels belonging to the Virginias expedition,and consented to reveal the names of
several, who, bearlug ficticious names, otherwise
would not have been discovered. Among those
who thus lost their lives was the illustrious patriot,
Santa Ko*a. who was passing under the assumed
name of "Francisco Rivera."

TRAITORS TO CUBA.
Alejandro Calvo, Francisco Garcia, Gvarlsto Zunsunegui,Andres lniguez and Francisco Valdes

Garcia took the oath or allegiance to the Spanlsn
Republic and made public profession and boasc of
their treachery. They desire to seek, douoticss,
at the hands of our enemies, the Spaniards, a
friendly reception alter becoming traitors to the
cause of Cuban independence. But they are mistakenin their hopes, anu will find themselves wofullydeceived if they count the Spaniards as their
friends.

THE CtlltSE OF HEAVEN UPON THEM,
Wherever they may go on earth they will be

universally despised by their fellows, and the
curse of Heaven wtll follow thern at tne recollectionol their crime and the memory of their degradation.

NO HOME FOR THE TRAITORS.
They are Cubans, but are fated to Join the issue

of their lives with the Spaniards. But when they
come to die, whether on the scaffold or in some
forest path, they will not be able to meet it so
boldly as the heroes of tne Vlrglnius that they
have betrayed. At tne present moment they Insultthe memory and make light of those noble
martyrs; but a day will come when they will realizetheir infamous conduct.
A patriotic Spanish sergeant named Ignacio

Qulntus Beltram, who went out on the Virglnius
expedition, writes to the Kevolucion in reply to
some opprobrious language heaped upon him In
the Alphonsist (Spanish) organ published in this
city, accusing him or being a deserter, that he was
discharged last May from the Spanish army at
Porto Rico, and is not a deserter, and that for the
rest of his liie he is a friend 01 the Cubans, who
have been so long tyrannized over by the Span-
lards.
A FIGHT wnicn DID NOT TAKE PLACE ON TUB

JON IATA.
F. V. Gonzalez, above alluded to, having stated

to various Spaniards here that he Dad tnrashed
Domingo Diaz on the Juniata, Mr. Josd Manuel
Lamar, another member ot the expedition, comes
out with this card
To tu« Kditor or Tim Rktolccion
Sir.One of those miserable beings who trembled at

Spanish tyranny una preierred ft liieol Nliuine 10 a gloriousdeath.one of the Vlrglnlus' traitors, Francisco
Vuldes Gonzalez.in addition to bringing about the its ith
ot 14 ot his comrades, has had the lying effrontery to
state, in New York, that he had a personal encounter
with my friend, Domingo Diaz. As he has shown the
white feather in betruviug his brethren, It is certain that
he has no courage, but it he really wants to tlRht he can
be accommodated. JOSE MANUEL LAMaK.
Januaht », 1874.

THE COMMUNISTS CORNERED.

A number of men calling themselves a Committeeof Safety called on the Board of Police yesterdayafternoon In reierence to a parade of workingmenon Sunday next. After explaining the object
of their visit to the Board some conversation occurred,and then President Smith informed them
the procession would be allowed to take place, but
they must not go below Canal street. At this announcementone or two of the so called Committee
of safety lost their temper ana talked loudly. The
President replied very quietly, and, upon informingthem of the knowledge he had of some of their
doings, the committee looked very blue and shortly
after took tneir departure, evidently uissatisiiea

with the reception. During the past week contractorson public works have been calling at the
Central Office and complaining that men pretendingto be workmen, but who were said to be Communists,were visiting the laborers and offering
them inducements not to work on Tuesday next,
but to turn out and parade. Where the inducements
failed to produce the proper effect persuasion was
resorted to, and in some cases vague hints were
thrown out that the workmen who did not
parade on Tuesday would find themselves
in bad places. The police, alter carefhlly
sifting these reports, found they were strictly
true, and President Smith told the leading
Communists yesterday if that sort of thing was
tried again the men doing It would be arrested.
This staggered the committee, and one of them
turned to his companions and said"They know
what we've been doing; they have been shadowingus.'* Mr. Smith sent out instructions when
the committee had left to all the police captains
to arrest any men they found Intimidating or tryingto persuade workmen from laboring on Tuesdaynext, lor the purpose of making a demonstrationIn the public streets. Tbe route laid
down for the procession by tbe police is
irom Tompkins square to Eighth street,
down the west side of the Bowery to
Canal street, through Canal street to South
Fifth avenue, along that thoroughfare and Fifth
avenue to Fourteenth street and Onion square,
where they must dismiss. It is feared that these
men mean to make trouble If they can. One of
tnem asked the Commissioners what would be the
course of action If they disregarded the rules of the
route and went uown to the City Hall. "The arrest
or your leaders," said the President; "and, make no
mistake, we'll eaten yon before you can get out of
the way." The police are active, and nothiug win be
left undone to keep unsuspecting men from taking
any part In demonstrations provoked by individualsfor their personal benefit.

WRECK OF THE STEMER SHERflif.

The Steamer Sinking Off kittle River,
S. C..Part of Her Crew Brought to

11 ml nylon.All Hands Saved.
Wilmington, N. C., Jan. 10, 1874.

The schooner Spray, from Little River, South
Carolina, arrived here this afternoon, having on
board the first mate and five men of the steamer
oucimau, nuivu tt an tt i urcu vu iuuiouar, hue oi>u

inst., 12 miles south by west of Little Rlvor.
The Sherman, of the New York and New Orleans

line, left New York last Sunday for New Orleans
with a cargo of general merchandise. At two A.
M. of Tuesday, the 6th, she sprung aleak, and the
water gained on them so rapidly that It was

thought impossible to save the ship unless she
conid be got Into some port. Her head was thereloreturned lor the coast at live A. M. of Thursday.
When near I.lttle River, the fires being out and the
ship making sternway, with the wind ahead,

THKY LET 00 THB ANCHORS.

Captain Halsey, the commander of the Sherman,
then sent a boat ashore to Little Kiver tor assistance.Captain Morgan, of the schooner Spray,
assisted bv Mr. J. W. Gore and Mr. N. B. Morse,
two citizens, then went out to her assistance.
They were lollowed soon alter by the schooner
Florence, Captain 11111.

ALL HANDS TAKEN SAFELY OFF.
The Spray took off the first mate and five or the

men, with a portion of the baggage of all, atul
some lew articles of the cargo. They conid not
get much of the goods aboard, as the sea was runningtoo high at the time.

The schooner Florence took off the remainder of
the crew, with the passengers, consisting <>f ono
lady, one irentleman and two children, and succeedediu also saving much of the baggage.
The Spray left the wreck about lour 1'. M. The

Florence, at the earnest solicitation of Captain
UalBey, remained by the ship, with the determinationof stuylng until the last and saving evetytnmgthat It was possible to get from the wreck.

THE STEAMER RAPIDLY SETTLING.
When tho Spray leit the Sherman the pumps were

all choked and the ship warf settling at the rate of
nine inches bu hour, and her captain thought (hat
she would go down about niue o'clock 01 that uight,
Thursday.
The Spray did not attempt a landing at Little

River, but came on at once to this port, reaching
hero this afternoon about three o'clock.

OFFICERS AND CREW.
The Sherman's crew consisted of 3J picn, with

Thomas Halsey as Cnptaln, Wllliai* Voon, first
mate, and J. S. Hartwell, scoop*' mate. Little
River Is 30 miles south of Capo F»®r> ®hd the Shermanwas therefore lost about 30 miles south
of tne wreck of the VlrglnlP- Jj1® aptain and
balance of the crew of the w'". probably
arrive here to-morrow, K',"2jSe luU Particulars of

.. tut i'upiii"" can tits iup^' I
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AMUSEMENTS.
Kiftli Arcnar Thcklre-KtvlTtl of ! *»

tag*.
Last evening Mr. Bronson Howard's play of

"Saratoga" was succcssiully revived at the Fifth
Avenue Tneatre, in the presence of a large, fashionableand delighted audience. Three years have
elapsed since It was last acted bv this company,
and the ratification given to It last evening proves
that tne taste of a large proportion of the pnbltc
has not materially changed. No embarrassment
need be felt in attempting to apeak critically
of a play like this, for It is equally easy
to speak truthfully of the beauty with
which it Is placed upon the stage, and of the
paltriness of its achievement as a niece of dramaticwork. It has been very severely abused.
too severely, we think. For though we cannot remembertbat it presents a solitary sustainer of actualwit, It yet abounds with bright remarks and

reproduces with considerable smartness the slang
of a certain phase of fast and tashlonable life,
Whether that phase Is worth having so much space
devoted to It, and whether the author would not

have done better by fashioning a satirical picture
that might be a comprehensive representation of
hotel Ufe at Saratoga, are questions the answers
to which are so obvious that we shall
not offer auy lengthy replies. It remains,
therefore, only to examine the manner in
which "Saratoga" has been placed upon the stage,
it is no flattery to conless that nothing is wantingin this respect, so lar as scenery, mirrors,
furniture, upholstery, costumes and drygoous in
general are concerned ; and perhaps a good commentaryupon thiB style ot drama will be lound by
the cyulcul in the tact that about half as much
space on tne programme is occupied In directing
attention to these matters as Is used In printing
the cast. Let it be acknowledged, once lor all,
that these details are more perfect and complete
than we have been accustomed to. The acting
JUUUU A ICIf CAVCUCUb tlUU OCVCiai TV*J WVVV|»UWV»U
representatives. The excellent, included Miss
Davenport as Kflle Remington; Miss Morant us
Mrs. Alston; Mrs. Gilbert as Mrs. Vanderpool,
and Mr. Jutnes Lewis as bob Sackett. Among the
others, Mr. lUrklnsas Jack Benedict; Mr. Davidge
as Papa Vanderpoo!; Miss Jewett as Virginia Vanuerpool,and Miss Minnie Conway as Mrs. Carter
may be specided. Miss Davenport in KUlc lound a
part in which her animal spirits, robust and
nealthy beauty, dash and buoyancy and passion
for brilliancy oi costume enabled her heartily to
sympathize. Mr. Louis James was the only
member oi the cast who was a (allure.
His duty was to ueltneate Mr. Lwlington
Whist, the "swell of the Wells." Instead
of doing this tie gave the impression of a
gentleman afflicted with surreptitious bolls, Incipientist. Vitus' dunce and a tendency to sneeze
perpetually crushed m Hie bud. It was unlortunatcthat such u part should have beeu given to
him, because Mr. James is a painstaking, ambitious
and meritorious young actor, gentlemanly in bis
instincts and capable or filling respectably a certainline oi parts. The most beautiful or ail the
sccnerv was that in act third, renreseiiting the
picnic. We have not spoken ol the plot ot "Saratoga,"because it has no plot. It Ib a Ave act iarce,
with certain ol the loibles and a good deal of the
slang or society as Its basis, excellently placed
upon tho stage, and, as a ruie, well acted. It will
be repeated all tue present week, with the exception01 Saturday night, when "Alan and Wile"
will be given.
Theodore Thomas In K«w York ana

Brooklyn.
The popular leader and bis orchestra went

through a heavy task yesterday successfully, aud
at the matlnCc at Steinway Hall and the evening
perlormonce at the Brooklyn Academy 01' Music the
audiences snowed in overwhelming numbers the
public appreciation of the eflorts of this unrivalled
orchestral leader. The matinee programme was

calculated to attract any lover of music to Stelawayliall. Commencing with the first of the four
overtures to* "Fldeilo,"' the orchestra next essayedthe magnificent "Lenore" symphony of
Raff, of wblch we have already abundantly spoken.
This work was received with unmistakable demonstrationsol pleasure by the audience, the subject
having been given in detail In the Herald on the
occasion of Its first performance, and the various
movements being thus made perfectly intelligible.
The galloping or the spectre steed In the Jinale, so

wonderfully illustrated by the strings, was a
prominent leature of the symphonv. The "Tell"
overture, a quartet lor horns, by Marschner, and
the introduction, chorus and marcn rrom the third
act of "Lohengrin" completed the instrumental
part 01 the programme. Mr. Whitney sung selectionsfrom Mozart and Mendelssohn.
The Brooklyn Philharmonic Society was In a

stat. ot complete chaos until Mr. Thomas undertookthe position ot conductor. He wisely discardedthe fossilized players who lor so many
years afflioted the Brooklyn public, and introduced
lu their stead his own superb orchestra. Instead
of rheumatic Joints which creaked at every motion
or the violin bow Mr. Thomas brought into the orchestrafresh blood and young, ambitious artistswarmblood, that became at times volcanic under
tbe Influence of bis baton. The orchestral part of
the bill last night comprised Beethoven's Bighth
Symphony. Introduction and finale to "Tristan and
jauiuc," na|(uci« nuu win/.t a rremuc. jui. Ltioic
maun played Joachim's Hungarian concerto (a
work abounding in remintscences of earlier
writers) In a vigorous manner, but without anv
Idea of color or expression. Mr. Listemann may
be accredited with the reputation of a correct
player, as his technique IS faultless, but prceterea
nihil, Mr. Louis Lubeck, in the violoncello obllgato
of Volkmaun's "Serenade," gained wuat might
be called an absolute triumph. He has
a perfect command over an instrument wbich
Is seldom heard to advantage In a virtuoso point, of
view. The two singers, Miss Thursby and Miss
Bull, might have been profitably omitted from
the programme, as, wi'h such an orchestra, their
efforts were anything but successful. The contralto,
Miss Hull, sang au aria iroin "daffo," and occasionallyfell below the pitch of the orchestra, (singing
hat is unpardonable), and the soprano saug Procn's
variations, the che al <1- bataille or Carlotta Patti
and Peschka Leutner, without the slightest idea of
phrasing or intelligibility. It would be well If the
Brooklyn Philharmonic directors could exercise a
little more judgment in regard to their soloists.
Proch's variations after "Tristan and Isoldo" seem
like an Insult to the Intelligence of their audience
and their conductor. The next concert takes place
on February 7.

Gllmorc'a Concert.
CUmore, so celebrated for his monster musical

Jubilees in Boston, gave last night a delightful
promenade concert at tne armory of the Twentysecondregiment. The hall was tastefully decoratedwith American and foreign flags. We were
glad to notice, among others, the lone star of
Cuba Libre, as showing the sympathy of
the gallant regiment with the cause of
struggling freemen. Without bethg overcrowded,
the hall was well filled, and uffordea a
really pleasant promenade, while the character
01 the performance was such as to satisfy the most
exacting. The fame oi Mr. Gilmore and his bund
is so well known that it is scarcely necessary, exceptfor form's sake, to tell the public that the
music was excellent, and such as is rarely neard in
a military concert. The carelul training ol the
performers insures an excellent ensemble, hut
perhaps the great strength of the batid lies in the
nnmoer of really clever soloists among its members.Mr. Arbuckle's cornet solo, "Young America
Polka," and Lelebre's saxophone solo jantalsie
"Der Frelschtltz," gave great satlsiactiou to the
audience, who testified their appreciation by Insistingon an encore. A quartet for saxophones
was given by Messrs. Wairnbe, Lelebre, Steckelbergand Schurtz. On Thursday next, January 16,
the citizens of Brooklyn will have an opportunity
of hearing this justly celebrated baud in the
Brooklyn Academy of Mnsic.

Musical and Dramatic Notes.
"Afda" has been played at Trieste, and was in

preparation lor La Scala, Milan.
Wagner's "Lohengrin" Is the sacred concert

at the Startt Theatre this evening.
"La Forta del Destmo" and "Polluto" were

brought out recently at Cairo, Egypt.
' Cinderella in Black" at Bryant's Opera House is

among the burnt cork successes of the period.
"Humpty Dumuty Abroad'' at the Grand opera

House has passed Its fiftieth night and still holds
tlie stage.
The Yokes and the Lefflngwell will cause merry

audiences to laugh their way through next week
at Niblo's. On Thursday aiternoon treasurer Zimmermantakes his annual benefit.
Janauschek, "with eyes of tlaine and form toweringlike that, ol a prletcss of 'whitearmed Juno,' "

has been uttering Deborah's curse In Washington.
She Is coming to New York, It Is said.

M. Beauvallet, the Prench leading tragedian, for
many years of the Comodlc Franchise, has died in
Paris. lie sustained the principal parts in the
works of Comeille, Uaclne and Voltaire lor a long
period, nis King Lear and Louis XI. wore One
performances. M. Beauvallet was in hut seventysecondyear.
"A Man or Honor" will run at Wallack's until

Saturday evening, when "Money" will be given.
Mr. Lester Wallack will continue to appear, anil
the leading rOles in Bulwcr's comedy will be sustainedby himself and Mr. John Brougham, who
will make his ilrst appearance In two years at
this theatre. Genial John will bo welcome back.
The eight most, celebrated songs in China are:.

jruo "4jjr of Uo&erjU Udmouy," pj Uotutg-Hi

AS SHEET.
"Air of tb« Six Flowers," by Ti-ko; ins -inm CM
Vive steroa." by TheouenHio; tbe "Air of the
Grand Spieudor," by Qao; tbe "Air of tbe Happy
Succession," by Cbun; tbe "Air of the Grand Extension,".by Yu; the "Air of the Grand Protection," by Tehing-Tang, and tbe "Air of tbe Graud
Enterprises," by Won-Wang.
The tenor, Arturo Gentile, who left tbe Roman

Catholic Church lor the stage, has returned to his
first vocation and been admitted as a novice In a

Dominican monastery. It is said that during a

professional tour in Germany a short time since lie
had losing in some of Herr R. Wagner's operas.
His uilud became afterwards slightly deranged,
and he resolved to retire from the world. Gregorianchant will be the "muBlc of the luture" Tor
him.
Washington people complain that the "Faust''

chnrch scene has not been seen there in three

years, although the opera has been played three
times in that period. The Kellogg troupe were

the last who offended in this particular. Mephistophelesis too busy round the Washington
"lobby" to care much about church scenes, and
without him the angels and Marguerite would
tiin ke the affair mnnntnnooR bv havilfC It all their
own way.
Rumors begin to be rife In London, says the

Atfitnatum, as to the Italian opera seasons at CoventGarden and Drury Lane theatres; but little
authentic Information has transpired as to the introductionof new works, except Balfe's posthumousopera, "II Tallsmano," by Mr. Mapleaon.
There will be, no doubt, au influx at both houses of
novices, the Impresari! hoping to introduce
some singers to break down the pernicious influenceof "stars," whose tyranny Is as financially
ruinous as it is fatal for the Interests of the lync
drama.
Wagner Is not the only musician whose egotism

has bordered on the sublimity of self-eonsclousness,to put It mildly. Beethoven thus expressed
himself:."I despise the world which does not understandthat mnslc Is a more sublime revelation
than all wisdom and all philosophy. * * As for
me, 1 am the Bacchus who crushes out the delicious
nectar for mankind: it Is 1 to whom they owe the
frenzy of the mind, and when It is over, behold
they have fished up a number of things which they
bring back with them to the shore. * * I have
no friends, I am alone with myself, but I know
that God is nearer me in my heart than he is to
others."
Miss Clara Louise Kellogg, who may be justly

regarded as the representative American prima
donna, has forsaken the Italian stage for the more
popular fleld8 of English opera, aud In the provinces,assisted by a well selected company, has
gained fresh laurels. Messrs. Hess and Grnu, the
directors of this English opera enterprise, announcea short season at the Academy of Music,
commencing on Wednesday, the 21st lnst.,with "Lucia,"In which Miss Kellogg will Interpret the rOle
ol the unhappy "Bride of Lammerinoor." Among
the other members of the company may be found
the names of Mme. Jennie Van Zandt. Mrs. Zeida
Cawnin n nil Uaousu LTnHwnn Unna UakUmnw
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Carleton, Peakes, Ryse and 0. HalL The rivertoire
of the company is quite extensive, and, in the absenceof Italian opera, such a troupe will be found
a welcome oasis in the desert which generally succeedsNew Year's in the fnustcal world. Miss Kellogghas been acquiring a stable success in her
new line or lyric art, and it only remains for the
metropolitan stamp to complete the desired circle
of triumphs.

HANS VON BULOW.

This distinguished pianist, who for many years
has Shared with Liszt and Rubinstein the highest
honors as a virtuoso on the king of Instruments,
commences an engagement in this city next October,under the management of Messrs. Palmer &.
Ullm&nn. He is at present viBitlngon the Continent
of Europe, but has been lately fulfilling a very successfulengagement at St. James Hall, London, and
one of the critics thus speaks of his last concert
there"Dr. Von liUlow selected as his solos the
'Preludlo e Fuga.' bv J. S. Bach, lor organ, transcribedby Dr. Liszt for the pianoiorte; Beethoven's
'Adagio con Vanazloui,' in F, Op. 34; two of Mendelssohn's'Bongs Without words'; Rnblnsteln's
'Barcarole,' in Q, No. 4; Dr. Liszt's 'Ronde des
Lutins,' and Chopin's 'Notturuo,' op. 37, No. 2;
'Tarantella,' op. 43, and 'Valse,' op. 42. Here
was variety enough to show off his digital skill in
bravura playing and his acute seusibtUty in the
passionate melody or pianoforte playing, it is
difficult to say whether the auditory was more excitedby his wondrous teats or manipulation or
touched by his lnteuse feeling In the passages of
"linked sweetness loug drawn oat."
According to German and English critics the

characteristics of this great pianist may be-briefly
epitomized as followsBrilliantly effective in the
mechanical manipulation of the Instrument, he
brings his whole soul, thought and feeling to the
work before hlra with the most studious conscientiousness;his convictions once arrived at, by long
uuu pautun onuuj, uutuiui K;UI[/VO UIIU IU uruui u

from them. Renowned an tne most brilliant
bravura player or the aire, he has the same
wondrous charm that Thalberg possessed.
ot "making the piano sing." His technique
Is pronounced as perfect by the unanimous
verdict ot continental Europe, while as
a musical analysis! he is admitted to he without a
rival, his playing being aptly described as like a
beautiful piece .of Florentine mosaic, perfect alike
In each individual portion, however minute, and in
the completeness or Its general erutemble. The
memory of Hans Von Billow is truly wonderful;
from memory alone be plays from 300 to 400 of the
most difficult piano compositions, including all the
most renowned works of Beethoven, Bach, Chopin,
Heudelssohn, Scbuberth, Schuman, the transcriptionsol Liszt, Ac., giving not only a
general Idea of each piece, as was the
case with Knbinsteln, bat a thoroughly correct
interpretation of it, conveying not only the intention,but the thought and feeling or the composer.
From memory alone, also, he conducts not only
the grandest orchestral works of the old masters,
but the abstruse operatic ones of Wagner. His refinedelegance and courtly grace of style give an
additional charm to his playing, which has not tlie
slightest appearance of effort. During the past
London season Haifr Von Billow created a penect
furore at the Philharmonic concerts, ann Is reengagedfor the ensuing season as conductor of
them, as well as pianist.

FLEE OS BROADWAY.
The Loai Estimated at §100,000.

A fire was discovered to have broken out last
night at No. 806 Broadway, by Officer McGinn, of
the Fifteenth precinct police. The flames communicatedto the basement of the adjoining house, aud
for some* time placed the structure In imminent
dauger. Engineer Parley, of the Fire Department,
happened to be passing as the fire broke out, and
through his valuable mauagement the lire
was soon got under control. When
the alarm was rung Captain Byrnes, of
the Fifteenth precinct, accompanied by sergeant
Murray and the reserve rurce, hastened to the
scene. The magnitude of the lire made a further
force necessary, and Captain Byrnes sent tor the
reserves from the Fifth and Fourteenth precincts.
As usual a cordon was formed around the prop-
erty, ana me ponce useu ever; means in tiieir
power to save aa much merchandise as possible
irom the flames. Hurtz A Co. occupied the
More No. 80S as a furniture warerooms.
The loss of the firm is estimated at
§80,000. The next house. No. 808, is that of
Shechy Brothers, Importers and dealers in carpels,estimated at $06,000. A number of artists
aud other occupants of the upper flours of both
houses suffered a combined ioss of abqpt $15,(>oo.
All the parties are Insured.Hurtz A Co. for about
$40,000. Fire Marshal Sheldon will hold an investigationon Monday. Special detectives from the
Fifteenth precinct arrested several pickpockets
wno were at work among the crowds during the
Ore.

FIEE IN EAST TWENTY-SEVENTH STREET.
A Arc broke out yesterday morning in a shed

built against the tenement in the rear of No. 212
Fast Twenty-seventh street that caused a damage
oi $i,ooo. The furniture of some ot the residents
of the tenement was slightly damaged by water.

CITY AND OOUNTY TREASURY.
Comptroller Qrecn reports the following disbursementsand receipts ol tne treasury yesterday:.

Claims paid.No. of warrants 66, amounting to.. .$122,223
arcKiPTs.

from taxes of 1873 and interest (84,761
r rum it( M'ill n wi ikacb, h vh SJTllv iiu, i, iii! lllirrUSl i.:,**!
irom collection or aHKPSMncnt* uud intercut 48,3U!From market rente and Ices 67S
Krnm water rente .l.l.'S
From eewer pertulte 160
Friiin sules hi vltritied atone pipe 161
From licensee, Mayor's olhce St

Totart.., »«4,SflO
THE JERSEY ROTTEN SHANTY ACCIDENT.
The Aelancholy accident whereby the two children,James Hussey and John Flanagan, were

killed in Jersey City, has fllleti the old Sixth ward
with gloom. The rickety old shanty that crushed
these children to death'should have iteen demolishedlong since, and It will be a question lor the
coroner's jury how ntr the authorities are rcsponslnle.It was remarkable that two other children
who were playing there at the same time escapedUeaU,

s

BROOKLYN TAX OFFICE DEFALCATION.
Captain A. W. H. Otil, Depwty Tax Oak*
lector. Arretted and Admitted to Ball.>
The Amount »»Cnaerounted For** Between$5,000 and 96,000.The "Sarpia*
Account" and What ft Consists la.
The discrepancy or defalcation in tUe account®

of Deputy Tax Collector, Captain A. W. H. Gill,
proved the main topic or conversation in BrooKlygg
official circles yesterday. The amount at llrst reportedas unaccounted lor between the tax rolls
and tne cash hooks, $3,000, has been increased to
from $5,000 to $6,000. Mayor Hunter is of tbo*
opinion that the Auditing and Financial Committeeare "on the verge of further developments,'*
and believes that those gentlemen who have thai
investigation in charge will get at the bottom
of the mutter and punish the guilty parties.The Comptroller, Mr. Fred Schroeder,^
Is of the belief that it is impossible aw
present to say what the full extent oC
the peculations really are. Auditor Sliaurmancoincideswith this view of the case. Corporation
Counsel De Witt, while he thinks that Captain!
Gill's guilt Is established, believes that it is not
possible that he was alone in the matter. He most
have had accomplices to manipulate the book^
while he look the cash. Tax Collector Borrow®
reels deeply the odium which has been cast opoa
his office owing to this discovery of peculation on.
the part of his deputy, Gill has been iu offloe tot
nearly 20 rears, and in that period lias handled
millions of dollars. That lie should at this late daw
so (ar forget his honor and honesty lor a smaif
amount.a lew paltry thousands.excites the astonishmentol bis irlends.

thk WARRANT.
The following Is a copy of the complaint of Tax

Collector Lemuel burrows, winch tvau drawn up
by Mr. W. C. De Witt against Captain Gill, the accused
State of Ntw York, King* County, *»..I.emuel Borrow*

Up ins duly sworn, says that he Is and was at the Uuiebereinafterstated Collector of Taxes uud Assessments of
the city of Brooklyn, and thit A. W. U. (til! was hi*
deputy; that wlule ho was deputy as aforesaid, and oa'
or about die 14th day ot February, 1873, as deponent taf
informed and believes, dill look, abstracted, embezzled'
and converted to Ills, said GUI's, own use out ot the
moneys ol the cit.v of Brooklyn then passing through'
his, said Gill's, hands, as deputy, feloniously and unlawfully,the sum of shout $:H1 24, and as deponent has good
grounds for believing, said Gill hus been guilty ot severalsimilar offences while acting iu said capacity. Thereforedeponent prays that defendant may be apprehended
and dealt with according to law.

lemuel burrows.
Sworn to before me this 10th day ot January, 1874..K,

B. Mouse, Jr., Justice ot the React.
THK AKRKsT AND ADMISSION TO UAH.

Captain Gill was arrested aooot iioon ana taken
beiore Justice Morse, who, ou consultation with,
the District Attorney, refused to admit nlm to
ball, counsellor P. Keady then appeared for tho
accused, and went at once to the District Attorney'soffice to see about ball. District AttorneyBritton said be would go before any Judge wltft
the counsellor tor the purpose of having the ball,
fixed. The prisoner was then taken from Justice
Morse's court by Officer Alexauder Barr over to
the Court Bouse and np to the City Conrt room,'where Judge Neilsou was holding Special Term.
Mr. Keady, addressing the Court, said that he,

appeared on behalf of a. W. H. Gill, Deputy Tax"
Collector, charged with embezzlement, and aakedi
the Conrt to fix the amount of ball. The prisoner,
he said, was well known in Brooklyn, and haw
heretoiore borne the reDutation ol an honest man.
He bad been employed in tbe Tax Office for nearly'
20 years, but was comparatively poor, aud 1( th®
Court would flx tbe ball at $5,000 be supposed that'
would answer tbe purpose.

District Attorney Dritton replied that the amount!
would not be sufficient. All that he wanted was"
enough to protect* the rights of the people and*
secure the attendance of the accused.
Judge Neilson then fixed the ban at $10,000, bub

it was subsequently reduced to $5,000, and Captain
Gill's friends set about procuring the necessary
bondsmen.

Gill, who is married and has a family, feels hta
position keenly, but asserts his lnuocence of the
charge ol embezzlement and his readiness to go
before the Grand Jury.

WllA'l' AI.DKKMAN BOPBS SATS.
The subjoined interview with the Chairman of

the 1'inunce Committee of the Common Council'
touching the discrepancy will be found of Interest
to taxpayers:.
"Alderman. 1 should like to hear trom yon how the discrepancywas discovered In the Tax Department"
"welLyou sec we nad a meeting of the Board of Audit

on last Wednesday. Ihc Hoard of Auditiscomposed of the
Comptroller, Aidlitor and chairman of the Finance Committee.They wanted to make a report to the CommonCouncil,and I ssld that It had not better be made until:
we had sittcd everything thoroughly In the Tax Office.
The following day Mr Seaman, the expert who has been
employed in examining the books of tbe department,
discovered a discrepancy between the tax rolls and the
cash hooks."
"How much is the discrepancy ?"
"1 understand that it Is about $\000 or $6,000: that la,

the amount so far discovered is about that fl.ure. Further
Investigations may show that larger discrepancies exist
I teil you, business in the Tax office has been conducted
very loosely.in a manner altogether inconaistcnt with
justice ami equity. Now, mark you, I be.leve that Mr.
Borrows, the uresent Collector, is a strictly honest tnamand has tried his best. But prior to his administration
things were conducted very loosely ; he has endeavored,I think, lo correct the abuses. Why, there are thousands
of dollars owing the city to-day for assessments or taxes,which were suld to huvc been sold but never were, to
certain parlies, who pay the citv only at the rate of
seven per cent, while they exact from those owning the
property said to lie sold 15 per cent. This has existed,but wilf exist no longer. A couple of hundred thousand
dollars are owing tlic city."
"Do you xnow whether the discrepancy in CaptainGill's account is conttned to Mr. Burrow's administration?"
"The discrepancy or the moneys missing were collected

during the administration o< Mr. Barrows. We are going
to make a thorough investigation."
AN KXPLANATIOX OF TUX "SUHFLUS ACCOUNT."
There ls In the Tax Collector'# office what 1*

known as the "surplus account." It is made up In
this wayin the assessment of property for purposesof taxation clerical errors often occur. For
example, the figure "3" may ba mistaken for tbe
figure "5" or "8," so that a lot actually assessed
ot fii,wuui fo,vw to toii icu uui auu tuutcu u|/ an

$3,ooti. The taxes are levied on the mistaken basis,
and the warrant is issued to the Collector
for a less amount than the assessment really calls
lor. After the warrants are received by the Collectorthe error is discovered and corrected on the
books and rolls. The proper figure "8" or "5," as
the case may be, is entered in place of tbe wrong
figure "3," in red Ink, the Increased tax on the correctedbasis is also entered In red ink and the increasedamount Is collected. This illustration
shows how the "surplus account" is made up. Of
course the additional money collected upon tbe
corrected tax ought to be paid into tbe treasury.
It belongs to the city as mnch as any part of the
taxes levied. But as matter of fact It is charged
that funds of the surplus account have been

W1THHKJ.D HV THK COLLECTORS
for years past. Assuming that they conld not he
compelled to pay over more than the warrants
called for, and tbe warrants calling lor amounts
based on clerical errors, they have retained the
additional sums actually collected after the correctionoi the mistakes. This Is a grosser "Irregularity"eveu than the retention of Interests on the
city deposits, it is stated that nntll recently CollectorBurrows had or moneys coming irom the
"surplus account" $7,600, which, however, be has
since paid over He explained that it had been
the custom of all ills predecessors in oflice to retainthe proceeds of the "surplus account,"
Among the otuer facts that will be disclosed by the
report of the investigating committee are some
Interesting ones relating to default moneys added
to tbe bills or delinquent taxpayers. '

Last nigut captain Ulll was taken before Judge
Moore, and released upon furnishing bail In the
sum of >6,000 to appear for trial.

THE NEW PARADE GROUND.
Opposition to the Proposed Assessments*
The Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment

for the new nnblic tiarade irrnund met vesterdar
at No. l Pine street, a number of property ownersin the neighborhood oi the proposed site of the
ground were present.
Mr. Lewis P. Rader, representing the larger part

of the property owners, said that he thought the
site very eligible and much preferable to one proposedin Westchester county; but, in the name ol
the majority of the landowners In that
vicinity, he would most decidedly protest
against the assessment of one-half of
the expense conneotcd with the laying
out of the ground upon the property owners of the
immediate neighborhood; advantages sufficient to
warrant such a proceeding would not be derived
Irom the execntlon or the plan. It was ihe wish,
Mr. Kader thought, of everybody to nave the city
acquire the ground ns it would any other property
exclusively to be used by the city, and charge th®
expenses to tne county at large.
Commissioner Traphagcn ssld that It waa the

present opinion of the commissioners that one-hall
of tne assessment should be borne by the city and
one-half by those most Immediately benefited. The
commissioners, however, would give every view
presented to thorn due consideration.

Mr. Henry Noidtg thought that the lots surround
lng the parade ground would be tar from improved
bv its presence, but rather the contrary, and cited
the principal parade gronnda or the large Europeancities as illustrations of bis assertion. The
only ciass of men prospering by the nearness of a
large military parade ground were the llqnor
sellers. Mr. Johu Haven supported the same
views, adding that no ornamental improvements
of the ground could be expected, not even could
grass be expected to grow on a place where the
manoeuvres of cavalry and artillery were to take
place. He thought the paracte ground wonld be a
nuisance, and the aasessmsnt of ita coat on the
neighboring lot owners an injustice.
Commissioner Traphagen answered a question by

saying that he had as ret no direct Intimation
about the mode of laving ont the ground which
would be adopted, whether with ornamental featuresor otherwise.
A number fif gentlemen interested gave their

views or the matter, the prevailing opinion being
evidently opposition'to the assessment of hair the
cost on the adioinlng ground.
The idea of charging the expense to the city and

county at large, on the ground that no special
benefit would be derived by any one from the »«

,. leounu of the sit* wm ftfpqraiir layered,


